School of Education Studies
Ambedkar University Delhi

Course Outline
Course Code: SES201210
Title: Gender and Education (GE)
Type of Course: Core (Education), Elective for other programs
Cohort for which it is compulsory: MA Education ECCE

Cohort for which it is elective: All other MA programs and M.Phil. Women’s and Gender Studies,
AUD-CWDS

No of Credits: 4

Semester and Year Offered: 4th Semester (Winter Semester 2018)
Course Coordinator and Team: Dr. Manish Jain

Email of course coordinator: manish@aud.ac.in

Pre-requisites: None

Aim: This course aims to understand and examine how education and schooling are deeply ‘gendered’
constructs and experiences. It uses education and schooling as an entry point to examine questions related
to state formation, international institutions, public policies, inequality and labour in colonial and
contemporary contexts from the lens of gender. It draws on feminist engagement and critiques of
education, schooling and state policies to probe how gendered constructions of knowledge and learner
shape educational transaction as expressed in curriculum, textbooks and pedagogy. It engages with the
historic denial and unequal access of education to girls and women and challenges to this inequality in
colonial and independent India. Different national and international policy documents and discourses are
examined in the course to take note of how state policies, international institutions, different sections of
civil society and the intersecting vectors of gender, class, race, caste and ethnicity shape the policies,
initiatives, and programmes for education of girls. This course also analyses formation and experience of
schools as gendered spaces that in interaction with other social forces and processes produce masculine
and feminine selves with different affective ties with the nation. Different kinds of employment of women
in the formal and informal sectors of education are also probed to understand the gendered linkages of
education with labour and community mobilization.

This course will be taught through a combination of class lectures, individual and group exercises. It
would use a set of selected readings, audio-visual and textual sources (curriculum and textbooks) for
transaction of this course.

Brief description of modules/ Main modules:

Unit 1: Politics of Education

1.1 Understanding Gender: Concepts and Lived Experience
1.2. Conceptualizing knowledge, education and schooling

1.3. Exploring contested aims and understandings of education, knowledge and learning; idea of an
educated person; how women have grappled with knowledge



1.4. Education as a Means of Socialisation and Social Control, (re)/production and transmission of
knowledge, learning and social relations, social transformation

Unit 2: Gender Inequality and Schooling in India
2.1 Ideal of educated women: colonial, social reformist and nationalist responses

2.2 Conceptualizing Gender inequality in schooling: Issues of access, enrolment, drop out; Limits of the
discourse of access

2.3 Unequal access with respect to formal/non-formal, public/private, rural/urban, caste, tribe, religion
and states

2.4 Gender and education in policy discourse in India

2.5 Educating the girl child in the era of globalization: Inter/national Policy Discourse and Initiatives;
Role of international donors, Indian State and NGO’s

Unit 3: School and Curriculum as gendered spaces and texts

3.1 Gendered texts: Curriculum, Textbooks and nation

3.2 Teacher attitudes and classroom processes

3.3 Producing the Gendered Self, Nurturing Masculinities and Femininities
3.4 Gender, Nation and Education

Unit 4: Gender, employment and education

4.1 Women’s employment in education in India

4.2 Care, teaching and ‘feminization’ of teaching profession (?)

4.3 Women’s participation and employment in Non-formal education, NGOs and movement-based
interventions; discourses of women’s involvement in community empowerment and school improvement;
PTAS/MTAS

Assessment Details with weights:

S. Task Expectation and date Individual | Mode &
No. or group | Weightage
1.| Analysis of gendered character | Ability to understand gender as a | Group Oral
of a social experience/event, | conceptual construct and lived presentation,
cultural text e.g. advertisement, | reality, Early February 10 %
film, song, story ( A 1)
2.| Class test Unit1 (A 2) Understanding of key concepts and | Individual | Written, 20
arguments , Third week February %
3.| Assignment Unit 2 (A 3) Analysis of unequal access and | Individual | Written, 20
policies, Second week March %
4. Assignment Unit 3 (A 4) Outline  theoretical ~ framework, | Group Oral group
. analyse chosen data, text or class | presentatio | presentation,
Sg?slfgésm ot;)sfe rvai(iag(rtlzoc’k or observations, First week April n in class 10 %




5.| End-term Examination Overall understanding of the | Individual | Written,
(A5) readings, issues, ability to _develop 40 %
and present own perspective and
argument, apply concepts and
readings to situations
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