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Aim:

The aim of the course is to perform a genealogy of the word “sexuality”? When does sexuality
and the formation of human subject and identity become interlinked with each other? How does
identity uproot itself from the sphere of nation, class and other placeholders to join itself with an
identity through sexuality? Moreover, what kind of politics therefore sexuality/sexualities
inaugurate? How does sexuality therefore bleed into structures of rights, governmentality and
more importantly, how do structures of power reshape it to make it governable? The purpose of
the course with a larger political bend in mind and an argument against a politics of identity.
Rather than proposing counter-publics, marginalized solidarities, the course moves away from
recognization and solidarity through identities, forcefully articulating its pitfalls and proposes a
politics where identity is absolved from a political sphere. It moves from a politics of
representation to a politics of immanence.



Brief description of modules/ Main modules:

The first part of the course unpacks the word “sexuality” through several lenses. When did
talking about sex gain prominence? And what ways was it talked about? Exculpating the
contours through medicine, psychiatry, demography studies, the first part of the course
punctuates with the emergence of homosexual as a “sexual identity”. In the second part of the
module, the course begins the journey through this queer identity. Predicated on two words “to
be in a closet” and “ kinships outside marriage”, the course probes the question of when , how
and what does it mean by “coming out” or in a different vein “ should one make this identity
recognizable. The third part of the course shifts to this politics of intimacy and with it the
problematization of public and private. Beginning with a history of dating, the course looks at
production and governing of families through sex. Finally the last part of the course fleshes it
politics, a departure from ‘resentiment’ articulated in identity politics towards different ways of
navigation and collectivization.

Assessment Details with weights:

Assessment 1: 40%

Assessment 2: 40%

Assessment 3: 20%
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Feminist Legal Studies 19.2 (2011): 133-142.

Ahmed, Sara. "Orientations: Toward a queer phenomenology." GLQ: A journal of Lesbian and
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politics. Vol. 2. U of Minnesota Press, 1999. Chapter 3,4. Satpathy, Sumanyu. "Ethics of
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