Ambedkar University, Delhi

Proposal for Launch of a Course
(To be approved by the Academic Council)

School/Centre proposing the course SUS

Programme(s) Political Science (SSH)
Course title Politics in South Asia
Course code SUS1PO733

Total Credits 4

Course type (core/compulsory/ elective/any other — Elective

please specify)

Level (Pre-doctoral/ MA/PG Diploma /Certificate/UG) | UG

Proposed date of launch Winter Semester 2019
Course coordinator and team Priyanka Jha

1. Does the course connect to, build on or overlap with any other courses offered in AUD?
This course connects to the courses that invokes South Asia as a region in the majors of
History, Sociology, Gender, Literature and Cultural studies.

As one of the courses proposed within the basket of elective courses in the cohort of
Political Science, it intends to impart a broader understanding of the socio-political and
economic concerns that South Asia as a region shares. This course is intended to be one
the caters to the needs of Comparative Politics, Foreign Policy and International
relations that are key to the study of Political Science. This paper would help students
contextualise India’s positionality in South Asian Context as well as that of that Global.
The various themes shall introduce the students to multidimensionality of the region and
subcontinent.
2. Specific requirements on the part of students who can be admitted to this course:
Understanding of Nation in India and Indian Politics. History of Colonialism and
Imperialism.

3. No. of students to be admitted (with justification if lower than usual cohort size is
proposed): 40

4. Course scheduling (semester; semester-long/half-semester course; workshop mode; seminar
mode; any other — please specify): Semester Long

5. How does the course link with the vision of AUD?
This course shall introduce the students to various global and subcontinental commitments
espoused by India in the form of larger political concepts, aspirations and values. The orientation of
this course is interdisciplinary in nature and shares the larger institutional vision of School of
Undergraduate Studies as well as the University. This course will also create a foundation for
launching later a BA with Major in Political Science at AUD.



6. How does the course link with the specific programme(s) where it is being offered? With
regard to the connection with other Political science courses, as offered in fourth Semester,
it introduces regional as well as global politics to them and India’s positionality in the same.

7. Course Details:

a. Summary:
This course is an attempt to understand the South Asian region thematically. It involves
studying the political structures and processes of governance, in addition to the socio-
economic dynamics operating in the region. The course can be seen as a unique
combination of themes and concepts drawn from other conventional courses like Indian
government and politics and Comparative politics. The course aims to provide a holistic
understanding of various issues and challenges faced by the countries in this region, for
instance- political instability, terrorism, migration, ethnic conflicts, and economic
disparity, etc. Considering the fact that countries in this region like India, Pakistan,
Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan, Sri Lanka and Maldives share a common historical
background, the course will begin with developing an understanding about their
common past and from there on moving towards distinct trajectories.

b. Objectives:
To understand South Asia as a context to be able to engage with India in a manner
distinct from the lens of political theory. Nuances of India’s Foreign Policy in the
Subcontinent and its politics.

c. Expected learning outcomes: Understanding of South Asia as a region, its politics,
India’s engagement and positionality in the same.

Introduction to subfields of Political Science: Comparative Politics, Foreign Policy and

International Relations.

d. Overall structure :e organisation, rationale of organisation; outline of each module):

e. Contents (week wise plan with readings):
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8. Pedagogy:

a. Instructional strategies:

Classroom Lectures, Invited Talks and Documentary Screenings

Special needs (facilities, requirements in terms of software, studio, lab, clinic, library,
classroom/others instructional space; any other — please specify):

b. Expertise in AUD faculty or outside : Within and Outside. Invited Lectures from South

Asian University and Centre for South Asian Studies, JNU

c. Linkages with external agencies (e.g., with field-based organizations, hospital; any
others)

Signature of Course Coordinator(s)

Note:

1. Modifications on the basis of deliberations in the Board of Studies (or Research Studies
Committee in the case of research programmes) and the relevant Standing Committee
(SCAP/SCPVCE/SCR) shall be incorporated and the revised proposal should be submitted

to the Academic Council with due recommendations.




2. Core courses which are meant to be part of more than one programme, and are to be shared
across Schools, may need to be taken through the Boards of Studies of the respective
Schools. The electives shared between more than one programme should have been
approved in the Board of Studies of and taken through the SCAP/SCPVCE/SCR of the
primary School.

3. In certain special cases, where a course does not belong to any particular School, the
proposal may be submitted through SCAP/SCPVCE/SCR to the Academic Council.

Recommendation of the School of Studies:
Suggestions:

Signature of the Dean of the School



