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Brief description of modules/ Main modules: 

Prejudices among people are generally considered as something which corrodes their actual 

understanding of issues and hence influences human capacity to think rationally. Naturally, then 

understanding the nature and the dimensions of prejudice is very vital to our understanding of 

world we live in and the knowledge we develop therein. In this light, prejudices are invariably 

political in nature and obviously then have an impact on organization of politics in a given time 

and space. Prejudices, causing the disparagement of others on the very basis of their group 

identity are found to be of very serious in nature leading to pervasive social and political 

exclusion of the affected group. Much of the focus on this aspect of political and social 

discrimination has been the focus of the political psychologist and has broadly centred on racism 

and the racial discrimination. It is a common perception now that notions of prejudices with its 

varying cultural specifities influence the political behaviour of us all in the increasingly 

globalised society. Quite often one gets to witness that one doesn’t even have to have an 

experience to harbour a certain shared belief which perpetuates the sense of prejudice today. This 

very sense of un-experiential belief system that fuels prejudice against a community can be 

corroborated by the presence of strong racism in India, despite again a commonly believe 

understanding (?), racism it not being the country of its origin. 

The purpose of this course is to look in to the social foundations of prejudices and its impact on 

the politics in the contemporary times. This course will make an attempt to locate the 

stereotypes, biases and prejudices closer to home in the broader available theoretical 

acquaintance on the nature and political dimensions of Prejudice. The concept of graded 

inequality embedded in the Hindu caste system, along with the process of racial otherizing and 

the process embedded in the post-colonial structures in the world today; they all have the 

common foundational respective belief system that informs prejudices of our times. This course 

will make an attempt in underlining the processes behind the racial prejudice and that of caste 

prejudice, along with that of gender, which have all but a common thread running and that is 

they all dehumanizes a community and gender. 



Main Modules 

In this course an attempt will be made to have a theoretical understanding of prejudices that 

informs and consolidate its political manifestations and most importantly how the objective of 

politics could then be refashioned in to primarily dispelling prejudices. Keeping in mind this core 

perspective the course will discuss four related modules in the course of semester. The modules 

are as following: 

 

(I) Conceptualising Prejudice 

(II) Prejudices, Stereotypes and the formation of Identity  

(III) Prejudices and Discrimination: Race, Caste & Gender 

(IV) Politics and Prejudice 
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Tentative Assessment schedule with details of weightage: 

 

 

 

 

 

S.No Assessment Date/period in which Assessment 

will take place 

Weightage 

1 Assignment  30% 

2 Presentation of a theme 

form the course 

 30% 

3 Research Paper/Exam  40% 
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