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AlM:

This course is designed to enable students to be able to:
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Describe what is ‘assessment’ and the purposes of assessment.

Understand the basic principles of assessing young children.

Examine theoretical, philosophical, historical and cultural perspectives on child assessment.
Discuss various ethical and contextual issues involved in assessing young children.

Understand linkage between children’s assessment and their learning.

Examine in depth ‘standardized’ testing and developmental screening and assessment of infants
and young children.

Study in detail about ‘authentic’ methods of assessment like observation method, using
checklists, rubrics, performance based assessment, portfolio assessment and play based
assessment etc.

Use various assessment methods i.e. standardized tests, observations, using checklists, rubrics,
performance based assessment and portfolio assessment etc. in the field.

Discuss the role of parents in the overall development of children and understand ways to
involve parents in the assessment process.



Brief description of modules/ Main modules:

Unit 1 Introduction to Assessment of Children

This unit introduces students to the concepts of ‘assessment’, ‘testing’ and ‘evaluation’. They will learn
about various assessment processes and examine the theoretical and philosophical foundations of these
processes. The unit focuses on establishing the significance of assessment procedures in promoting
developmentally appropriate practices. The students will have opportunities to examine the history of
child assessment in western as well as in Indian context, and develop an awareness of how these
processes may be influenced by specific socio political agendas. They will be able to appreciate the
linkages between curriculum, learning, and assessment.

Unit 2 Multiple Methods of Assessing Young Children (6 weeks)

This unit introduces students to the multiple methods of assessing young children. They will learn about
standardized testing, developmental screening and assessment of young children. They will be
introduced to a few standardized tests, to help them understand the concepts of reliability, validity,
interpretation of test scores, and the limitations of this approach. The need to conduct assessment in a
meaningful way in the children’s natural environments will be emphasized. They will engage in various
assignments which will help them to become familiar with the technical and ethical issues they need to
consider during assessments.

Unit 3 Teacher designed strategies; Performance based assessment, and Portfolio assessment: (3
weeks)

This unit describes in detail about the teacher designed strategies for assessing children, focusing
specifically on performance based assessment and portfolio assessment of young children in classroom
settings. The students will use different assessment strategies to develop a portfolio for a child. They will
learn about examination reforms introduced in our country in the recent times. They will also study the
implementation of the comprehensive and continuous evaluation systems in schools and critique it.

Unit 4 Communicating with Parents (1 week)

Finally, students will learn about the importance of engaging parents in the assessment process. This
unit describes about the role of parents in young child’s development and learning and how parents can
be involved in the assessment process of young children.

Assessment Details with weights:

1. Review paper 25%
2. Assignment on assessment strategies in a school 15%
3. Case study 30%
4, Class test 20%
5. Class participation which includes attendance 10%

and participation
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