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Aim: The primary aim of the course is to enable students to understand the political-economic 
climate of development largely in post independent phase, while also drawing linkages from the 
Colonial era. This course will examine the history of development by looking at more than seventy 
years of experience of political and policy choices that India has made at different junctures. Students 
will be able to link the mechanism of development planning with social needs of India. The course 
shall initiate the discourse on the role of state and discuss the purview of actors beyond the state. It 
focuses on opportunities, access, equity, and deprivation with reference to livelihood, education, 
health, water, and sanitation; and thereby examines the vulnerable sections, sectors, and regions of 
development. It shall draw upon contemporary debates and approaches towards development. 

Brief description of modules/ Main modules:  

Module 1: The Making of Modern India 

Debates on the making of modern India started when India was still under the colonial regime. The 
pillars of development were seen in the progress of industry, agriculture, social justice and 
democracy. The module puts together the ideas of nationalist, how they conceptualised the future 
path of progress and growth. It focuses on the critique of Nehruvian idea of planning and debates on 
achieving growth with inclusion. 

Module 2: Perspectives on Rights and Social Justice  

The Indian state has pledged to protect and promote rights, justice, welfare, and equity, as enshrined 
in the Constitution. The module introduces to students the background of India’s constitutional 
commitment of realizing economic and social rights with an attempt made to raise debates on the 
rights based development.  

Module 3: Health and Equity 



Health is a critical concern of public good and performance in development is closely connected with 
the well-being and health status of the population. This module shall discuss political economy of 
public health, growing democratization and internationalization of health care programmes and the 
provision of mental health.  
 

Module 4: Access to Education 
 
In this module we would largely concentrate on various issues surrounding access to structured 
formal education in India. The aim of this module is to focus on the issues concerning access to 
education and understand transformation in those issues at different levels of education. While doing 
so it would be also our endeavour to connect access to various other crucial parameters of right to 
education and its implication on education spaces in India, for example, rural-urban, private-public 
etc. 

 
Module 5:  Water Democracy and Sanitation 
 
Throughout the development journey, water remains a fundamental issue in the public discourse and 
as the crisis deepens a growing concern and efforts to redefine claims are under way. Struggle for 
water and sanitation is simultaneously a struggle for dignity. This module discusses the complexity of 
securing water democracy by examining the dimensions of inequality of access to water particularly 
relating to the impacts on gender.  
 
Module 6: State initiatives for supporting livelihoods: Public works in historical perspective 

In this module we will discuss - The colonial origins of public works programmes; The use of 

colonial Famine Codes and post-colonial Relief Manuals; State responses to drought in Independent 

India; Maharashtra Employment Guarantee Act (1977); The narrative of rights-based development in 

relation to public works; The politics of implementation of the National Rural Employment 

Guarantee Act.  

Module 7: Disputes over ‘development’?  
 
In this module we will discuss some contemporary debates – and disputes - related to how 
‘development’ should be pursued in the Indian context. Particular reference will be made to the 
debate related to child malnutrition in India, with some academics arguing that child malnutrition 
data in India should be a cause for concern and needs more government outlays so that malnutrition 
can be brought down while others think the malnutrition data for India is exaggerated. 
 
Assessment Details with weights:  

Exam (30%), Essay (30%) and Term Paper (40%) 
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