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Aim:This course will foreground psychoanalytical and feminist thinking on the question of body. The
course is premised on an understanding that gendered bodies are central to both psychoanalytical and
feminist texts from the very moment of their origins.

Course Objective:

The primary objective of this course will be to reexamine the question of body, emotional states and
those marked by crisis through the lens of gendered experience. Women’s voices in psychoanalytical
theory will be foregrounded, even as the question of subjectivity and its formation will be kept open for
exploration and examination.

Bodies figure in psychoanalytical renderings of 'symptomatic States', whether hysteria, anorexia or
cutting, in the rendering of sexuality, the contestation around the binary of male and female and
guestions of maternity. Beginning with the Freudian rendering of bodies, this course will introduce
readers to later renderings that have emerged at the intersections of Psychoanalysis and feminism. The
twofold aims of the course are to provide students with a preliminary understanding of the multiple
renderings of the gendered body in varied theorizations. At the same time each unit of the course will
center around the discussion of an experiential reality that may find its way in the clinical encounters



faced by practitioners. In drawing from a variety of traditions, this course will also critically engage with
the question of symptoms and their relationship to cultures.

Course Content:

1.The body and body ego, the skin as surface

2.Cutting: the gendered body; the problematic of male and female binary
3.Sexuality and Bisexuality: The question of perversions?

4.Women, patriarchy and distressed bodies; Hysteria and Anorexia,Possession states
5.Motherhood and maternal subjectivity: Postnatal depression: the inability to care

6.Masculinity: its construction and crisis

Assessment Details with weights:

1. Presentations
2. Term paper
3. Class Presentation
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