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Aim: This course will enable students to deepen their understanding of children and their families, in the
context of their socio-cultural environment, and their communities. In this course, students will become
aware of socio-cultural perspective, the ecological systems theory, and the family systems theory.
Moreover, students will learn how to develop a posture of reciprocity and engage with families and
community members to develop culturally responsive programs for children.

Begin to explore how ecology and socialization influence the process of child development

2. Introduce students to the theories and research supporting a family-centred approach in early
childhood education.

3. Discuss the role of cultural context in attitudes, beliefs, values, and child rearing practices.



4. Engage students to analyze their personal values, beliefs, and cultural biases that influence their
work with families and communities.

5. Help students to understand the underlying principles and ways to work with families that are
both effective and enabling.

Brief description of modules/ Main modules:

Unit 1: The changing nature of families and communities: ecological systems perspective (14 hours)

This unit focuses on how the family functions from a systems perspective. The relationships
between family members are such that whatever happens to one member of a family influences all
others. The goal is to engage students in reflective practice and provide different conceptual
frameworks that will help them to understand and empathize with families.

e The importance of working with families

e Theories on children and families: the ecological theory

e Examining socialization in the context of families, education programs, and communities
e Ecology of socialization

e Family systems perspective

e Family life cycle

e Historical and current roles of families

Unit 2: Approaches to working with families and communities (12 hours)

Professionals and researchers need to be familiar with existing approaches to work effectively with
families and form collaborative relationships and acquire the necessary skills.

e Appropriate methods of obtaining information from families
e Principles of family centered practices

e The process of cultural reciprocity

e The concept of third space

e Mapping resources and developing responsive programs
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Tentative Assessment schedule with details of weightage:

S.No Assessment Date/period in which Assessment | Weightage
will take place

1 Class Participation Ongoing 15%

2 Getting to know a | February 2017 40%
Community
Field Work, Report and
Presentation

3 Reading Reflection March 2017 15%

4 A family story April 2017 30%

Final written assignment




