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Ambedkar University Delhi 

Course Outline 

Monsoon Semester (January-May 2018) 

 

School:       School of Education Studies 

Programme with title:     MA Education (Early Childhood Care and Education)  

Semester to which offered: (I/ III/ V)   II semester 

Course Title:     Developing Early Childhood Curriculum  

Credits:      4 Credits 

Course Code (new):    SES 202 106 

Course Code (old):     

Type of Course:  Compulsory yes  Cohort   MA Education (ECCE) 

   Elective  No  Cohort   

 

For SUS only (Mark an X for as many as appropriate):   

1. Foundation (Compulsory) 
2. Foundation (Elective) 
3. Discipline  (Compulsory)  
4. Discipline (Elective)       
5. Elective 

Course Coordinator and Team:   Sunita Singh (CC)  

Email of course coordinator:  sunitasingh@aud.ac.in 

Pre-requisites:     None  

Aim: This course will focus on diverse approaches to early childhood curriculum and evaluate their 
relevance to current early childhood settings and early primary grades. Children’s growth in various 
developmental areas is not uniform and hence, in a day care centre or preschool program, one can have 
developmental range of several years in social, emotional, language, physical and cognitive domains. 
This leads to challenges in determining the developmental abilities of the child and creating 
developmentally appropriate activities especially for ages 3-8. The purpose of this course is to examine 
developmentally appropriate curricula, current issues and practices at the preschool and early primary 
grades. It will also address inquiry based curriculum planning for all domains of child development.  
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Brief description of modules/ Main modules:  

1. Unit 1: Approaches to Curriculum Development  
 
This unit will provide the theoretical foundations of inquiry learning and integration of 
curriculum. It will examine current views regarding curriculum development and the historical 
basis for the same. The Indian approach to “play-way” method, with its roots in the ideas of 
Tarabai Modak, Gandhi, Tagore and Gijubhai Badheka will be discussed. Some of the other 
prominent approaches that will be examined include Montessori, Reggio Emilia, Waldorf, The 
Project Method, etc. Further, it will explore the physical and social-emotional aspects of the 
classroom with implications for providing developmentally appropriate teaching materials, 
methods and classroom management—with a purpose of creating a child-centred learning 
environment. The role of teacher in developing a curriculum for the early childhood years will 
also be examined.  
 

2. Unit 2: Early Childhood Curriculum in India  

This unit will examine the current trends and policy documents regarding early childhood 
curriculum in India and the policy practice divide. The National ECCE Curriculum Framework lays 
out some curricular issues for the Indian context. These concerns include addressing, 
‘multilingualism’, ‘inclusion’, ‘multi-age grouping’, ‘gender equality’, ‘harms of early formal 
education’, ‘preparing ECCE teachers/caregivers’ and ‘school readiness’ in the curriculum. It is 
critical to examine how these issues can be integrated into the curriculum. This unit will also 
enable students to prepare a guideline that could be used to evaluate a curriculum in place, 
such as their field placement site.  
 

3. Unit 3: Developmentally Appropriate Assessment 
 
Assessment in early childhood should be used to plan for meeting the individual needs of the 
children and to determine appropriate learning activities. This unit will highlight some issues 
related to early childhood education and developmentally appropriate assessment for children’s 
development and learning. It will also focus on curriculum assessment, especially, the goals and 
objectives of a curriculum, preparations and procedures, activities and procedures for providing 
closure and feedback. This unit will allow students to examine the existing curriculum at their 
field placement site and evaluate the same.  

  
4. Unit 4: Developing a Programme Plan   

 
This unit will focus on how the goals of quality early childhood education apply to preschool 
programmes and early primary grades. This unit will focus on developmental-thematic 
curriculum. The focus will be on maintaining the integrity of the content areas also. The content 
areas that this unit will focus on include Language and literacy, Mathematics, Science, Social 
Studies, Music, Dramatic Play and Drama, Movement and Physical Education.  Each content area 
will address diversity in development, age-appropriateness of activities and materials, using 
play-based methods, connections across domains, and assessment.    
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Tentative Assessment schedule with details of weightage:   

S.No Assessment Date/period in which Assessment will 
take place 

Weightage 

1 Book discussion/presentation  Early February  20% 

2 Curriculum evaluation  March  25% 

3 Programme planning  April  20% 

4 Attendance/Participation  Throughout the semester  10% 

5 Final paper As per AUD Academic Calendar 25% 

 

 


