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Aim: The course is intended to engage the students with the theory and practice of curriculum in the
Indian context. The aim is to enable them to reflect on the nature of ‘curriculum’ with respect to its
location in educational practice and thinking. In doing so, the course engages with the varied stakes
involved in the envisioning, development and transaction of school curriculum, and how these stakes get
played out in educational policy and practice. These explorations further facilitate reflecting on the idea of
education, its institutional form and aims, and how a ‘learner’ is situated in this context. The foundational
perspectives in education facilitate these pursuits. In this sense, this course is also one of the components
in the MA Education programme where the foundational perspectives converge.

Brief description of modules/ Main modules:
Unit 1: Idea of institutional education and curriculum:

This unit will initiate the students into thinking about the idea of institutional education, the institution
called school and the educational design called curriculum.

Unit 2: Society and school knowledge:



This unit will explore how society, school and curriculum are related and how conception of society
reflects in conceptions of curriculum.

Unit 3: Curriculum development: Processes and debates:

This unit would focus on the seminal debates around and perspectives on curriculum development. The
idea is to introduce the processes through which a curriculum emerges and the varied stakes involved
therein.

Unit 4: Classrooms, pedagogy and curriculum:

The objective of this unit is to engage with transaction of curriculum in school contexts. It will focus on
the relation between teachers and learners with a focus on understanding how curricular experiences are
shaped in everyday classrooms as situated within the institutional and social context.

Unit 5: Curricular reform and ‘alternative’ education:

The central purpose of this module is to engage with curricular reform and ‘alternatives’ to ‘mainstream’
education. The module would do so by focusing on themes like — curriculum changes and shifts, agency
of child, notion of quality of education, compulsory schooling, and the like.

Assessment Details with weights:

1. Class participation and attendance: 10%

2. One group work assignment: 25% (Early-mid February)
3. One individual assignment: 30% (Mid-Late March)

4. End-term examination: 35% (AUD-SES schedule)
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