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Aim: This course will introduce students to the concept, evolution and the architecture of teacher
education. The course will also try to understand and analyse some of the policies related to teacher
education. The course will also introduce students to the various models and levels of teacher education
programmes in the country. Along with the pre-service and in-service programmes it will also explore
the various continuous professional development programmes available for teacher development. It will
also expose students to various teacher training/education programmes in different countries.. The
course will also focus on engaging students to understand and reflect critically various issues, concerns
and challenges in teacher education. The course will enable students to visit and explore teacher
education institutes and schools in order to understand their institutional working, situate both in
mutual terms and raise questions for further queries. The understanding developed in this course would
enhance the second teacher education course to be offered in Semester 4.

Brief description of modules/ Main modules:
The course is organised in short 6 compulsory units.

Unit 1: Teacher education and its Evolution



This unit will introduce students to certain fundamental questions about the concept and evolution of
teacher education- what is teacher education? Why teacher education? When and how did teacher
education started in India? Is there any difference between teacher training and teacher education?
What are those? What is the relevance of teacher education course in an MA education programme?

Unit 2: Architecture of Teacher education in India
The unit will attempt to give students a synoptic view and understanding of various institutions,

organistions, agencies and their role and responsibilities for teacher education in India: NCTE, NCERT,
UGC, Universities’ departments of education, SCERT, DIETS, Colleges (both government and private). It
will also try to explore the status and scenario along with making sense of the linkages and gaps
between these institutions.

Unit 3: Teacher Education Policy

This unit will focus on understanding the various policies and schemes on teacher education. It will try to
engage students to read selected official reports/documents and help them in understanding the gaps
between the intention in policy formulation and its implementation. The focus will be to enable
students to analyze and crtique some of the research reports, documents produced by committees and
commissions relating to teacher education in India.

Unit 4: Models (alternatives) and levels
The unit is to expose students to various kinds of programmes and courses existing at various levels in

teacher education programme in India. The unit will also expose students to the rationale for varied
level of entry-point and their durations in teacher education- (Nursery, Primary level, secondary level;
diploma, certificate or Degree; face-to-face/regular or distance mode-IGNOU; special B.Ed., Four year
B.Sc.Ed., para-teacher training, shiksha-mitra, in-service training and professional development
programme, enrichment programme, etc).

Unit 5: Teacher education abroad
The focus of this unit would be to explore how teacher education is transacted across different

countries. This will help students to compare and contrast their strengths and weakness among the
selected countries (UK, Japan, USA, Finland, South Africa, etc.).

Unit 6: Key debates, issues and challenges
This unit will engage students with various issues, concerns and challenges in teacher education:

teaching as a profession; components and relative emphasis of various areas of study in teacher
education programme (philosophy, sociology, psychology, school subjects and ICT); quality and quantity;
regional disparities; ‘para-teachers’, etc.

Assessment Details with weights:

1. Class participation (based on quiz, classroom debates, formative discussions and in-class



activities) 20% (August to November)

2. Reflective journals, questions and observation 05% (August to November)

3. Group work and presentation 15 % (mid-September)

4. Individual write-up 20% (end of October)

5. End-term examination 40% (End of Nov./ First week Dec.)
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e Reddy, R.S. (1998). Methods of teacher education. In Principles and practices of teacher
education. New Delhi. Rajat publications. Pp. 1- 33, 182- 218

e Whitehead, M. & Hartely (2006). The professional education of teachers. In Teacher education
major themes in education. London. Routledge. Vol-Il, pp 249-

Supplementary:

® Buczynski, S and Hansen, C.B. (2010). Impact of Professional Development on Teacher Practice:
Uncovering Connections. In Teaching and Teacher Education, Vol. 26, No. 3]. Amsterdam;
Elsevier.

e Kallet, Browse, Guddard&Brearley. (1972). Kinds of in-service education in Educating teachers.

London. Macmillan Education Ltd. pp.30-46

Essential Readings for Unit 5:



American Council on Education 1946. The improvement of teacher education: A final report by
the commission on teacher education (the commission and its work pp.1-54)
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