
The Question Paper will have two parts. 

The first part will have a passage and a question based on it, which will be compulsory.

The second part will have four-five essay type free questions of which the applicat will have 
to attempt one.

Both sections carry equal weightage.

Sample Questions

MA History Entrance

Section I

Read the passage and answer the question given below.

Gandhi-Jawaharlal Nehru Correspondence, 1945

Gandhi to Nehru, 5 October 1945. “....I am convinced that if India is to attain true freedom 
and through India the world also, then sooner or later the fact must be recognized that people 
will have to live in villages, not in towns, in huts, not in palaces.  Crores of people will never 
be able  to  live at  peace with each other  in  towns and palaces.   They will  then have no 
resources  but  to  resort  to  both violence and untruth.   I  hold that  without  truth and non-
violence there can be nothing but destruction for humanity.  We can realize truth and non-
violence only in the simplicity of village life and this simplicity can best be found in the 
Charkha and all that Charkha connotes.  I must not fear if the world today is going the wrong  
way.   It  may be that India too will  go that way and like the proverbial  moth burn itself 
eventually in the flame round which it dances more and more furiously. But it is my boubden 
duty up to my last breath to try to protect India and through India the entire world from such 
a doom. The essence of what I have said is that man should rest content with what are his real  
needs and become self-sufficient. If he does not have this control he cannot save himself. 
After all the world is made up of individuals just as it is the drops that constitute the ocean....

 While I admire modern science, I find that it is the old looked at in the true light of modern 
science which should be reclothed and refashioned aright.  You must not imagine that I am 
envisaging our village life as it is today.  The village of my dreams is still in my mind.  After 
all every man lives in the world of his dreams.  My ideal village will contain intelligent 
human beings.  They will not live in dirt and darkness as animals.  Men and women will be 
free and able to hold their own against any one in the world.  There will be neither plague, 
nor cholera nor small pox; no one will be idle, no one will wallow in luxury.  Everyone will  
have to contribute his quota of manual labour.  I do not want to draw a large scale picture in 
details.   It  is possible to envisage railways,  post and telegraph offices,  etc.   For me it  is 
material to obtain the real article and the rest will fit into the picture afterwards.  If I let go the 
real thing, all else goes....



Nehru’s Reply, 9 October 1945: “.... Briefly put, my view is that the question before us is 
not one of truth versus untruth or non-violence versus violence.  One assumes as one must 
that true cooperation and peaceful methods must be aimed at and a society which encourages 
these must be our objective.  The whole question is how to achieve this society and what its  
content should be.  I do not understand why a village should necessarily embody truth and 
non-violence.  A village, normally speaking, is backward intellectually and culturally and no 
progress can be made from a backward environment.  Narrow-minded people are much more 
likely to be untruthful and violent.... Again it seems to me inevitable that modern means of 
transport as well as many other modern developments must continue and be developed. There 
is no way out of it except to have them. If that is so inevitable a measure of heavy industry 
exists. How far will that fit in with a purely village society?...

Q.  What  are  the  similarities  and  differences  in  conception  of  modernity,  freedom  and 
development as expressed by Gandhi and Nehru?

Section 2

Attempt any one.

Q1.  Is all history contemporary history? Comment giving examples.

Q2.  How has India’s engagement with democracy and modernity affected the structures like 
caste in contemporary Indian Society?

Q3. Was the disintegration of the Mughal Empire in the eighteenth century outcome of 
structural flaws in medieval Polity?

Q4. In what ways did the partition of India affect the polity and society in the region?


