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Message from Dean Student Services

It gives me great happiness to see the first student e-magazine of Dr B R Ambedkar University 
Delhi being launched by the School of Heritage Research and Management. Student Services 
division supports various creative initiatives of students across all  campuses of the University. 
I am aware that SHRM students are equally enthusiastic about NSS activities. There is a 
strong volunteer strength of NSS students at SHRM many of whom had visited the border 
area exposure visit that was organized last year.

For this e-magazine, I have been told that the six students' editorial team members have 
worked very hard. It is this collective spirit, students and faculty creating something together 
which is the backbone of the success of our university. The themes covered in the first issue 
deal with various aspects of the diverse and rich heritage of this country. It is refreshing to see 
students of archeology and conservation engaging with different material and cultural aspects 
of our heritage ensuring that heritage is not only about the past, but also about the present—to 
be in conversation with.

I congratulate the team and wish the SHRM student e-magazine Dharohar: Belonging 
and Practices success.

Dr Santosh Singh
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An U nsolved M Y S T E R Y: Dholavira S ignboard
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One of the earliest urban civilisations in history was the Indus Valley Civilization, sometimes called the 
Harappan Civilization. We get archaeological evidence of many urban cities such as Harappa, Mohenjo-
Daro, and others there. Dholavira, regarded as the port city, was one of the three major port towns of 
the Indus Civilization and the biggest port town during the Harappan era. It is on Khadir Bet Island in the 
Great Rann of Kutch Desert Wildlife Sanctuary Gujrat. Many things make Dholavira a fascinating site, 
such as dividing the town into three parts. We could not find such a thing in other Harrapan sites. An 
advanced water management system shows how resourceful the Dholavira people were in their fight to 
endure and prosper in a hostile environment. Another fascinating discovery was the finding of a 
SIGNBOARD. The signboard is found in the northern gateway of the city. Prof. R. S. Bisht's team at ASI is 
credited with discovering this sign board with ten inscriptions in 1991. The original plan for the board 
involved using pre-cut bits of the material gypsum to create ten sizable symbols on a massive oak board. 
The board eventually collapsed upon its face. The etched symbols' order endured despite the 
degradation of the wood. The signboard's symbols are the same size as the massive bricks used in the 
surrounding walls. The board the letters were etched on was roughly 3 m (9.8 ft) long, and each sign 
was roughly 37 cm (15 in) high (cavescript.org). It is assumed to be a signboard since the letters are large 
enough to be seen from a distance and the board's width matches the width of the Dholavira citadel's 
northern entryway. The board is lengthy, with four round symbols and ten Indus symbols. It is a crucial 
piece of evidence mentioned by scholars who believe the Indus symbols represent a different kind of 
communication because of their scale and public character. This location also yielded the discovery of a 
fourth, larger-than-life four-sign writing on sandstone, which is thought to be the first of its kind 
discovered at any Harappan site.

About the Artist: Pawan Kumar is currently pursuing a Master's in Archaeology and Heritage 
Management from the Scfiool of Heritage Research and Management, Dr B.R. Ambedkar University, 
Delhi.
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She works as a Research Associate for STAMBH Heritage and is an
aspiring art conservation professional.
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In archaeology, burials are generally associated with the Megalithic culture which is composed of 
two Greek words megas (huge) and lithos (stone). This culture includes the custom of building 
massive stone monuments on grave sites possibly for ceremonial purposes and it was the primary 

characteristic of megaliths. These 
megaliths are categorised as celtic, 
dolmens, dolmen cists, slabbed cists, port 
holed cists, cairns, pit circles, urns, 
cromlechs, menhirs and cave burials. 
Sometimes these are also made up of 
wood.

In terms of the Uttarakhand and 
Himachal regions, it can be noted that 
not much work has been done to uncover 
the ancient relics. Some archaeologists 

have recently carried out their investigations in this region bringing to light many significant 
aspects of archaeological importance. The excavations of burials in Uttarakhand, reflects 
concrete evidence of their socio-cultural practices and understanding of death. Many historians 
and archaeologists have uncovered artefacts belonging to Megalithic

Figure 1. Zoba was found from Malari
Note. (1987), Trans Himalayan Burials,
Vis-a-Vis Malari: An Assessment.
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Figure 2. A gold mask at Malari
Note. (1987), Trans Himalayan Burials,
Vis-a-Vis Malari: An Assessment.

The exploration and excavation in Uttarakhand gives us 
the burial evidence in the form of human and animal 
skeleton, bones residuals, funerary offerings such as gold 
mask, pottery, and jewellery. The type of burials 
consisted of cave burial, dolmenoid cist and urn burials. 

Sanana Baseri revealed an interesting feature. The soil 
analysis of the site reveals the reason behind the 
fragments of bones found at the site. These burials were 
excavated in the alluvial terraces which have moderate 
porosity, little humus, and are acidic by nature. It also 
suggests that the soil of mid-central Himalayan region is 
typically acidic in composition. The study demonstrates 
that, in contrast to habitation sites where it is abundant, 
phosphorus availability is limited in Himalayan region.
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Shaheen Meraj Kaushar
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Image 2: Deacidification treatments on the
folio; © Maria Mirza



92

Deacidification treatments to neutralise acidity and protect paper fibres. Regulated humidity 
control and protective enclosures to prevent physical damage. Digitisation for improved 
accessibility and research purposes, following international standards. Ongoing monitoring, 
maintenance, and periodic reassessment of storage conditions. 
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Editorial Team

Chief Editor Dean SHRM: 

Student Editors : Srishti, Rashi, Ankit (2021-23), Brishti, Tripti and Tannistha (2022-24)

Faculty Editorial Advisors : Dr Sima Yadav and Dr Sailendra Kumar Swain

Contact Us : deanshrm@aud.ac.in
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